
PUBLIC HEALTH SITUATION IN INDIA AND CIVIL SOCIETY 
RESPONSE 
Session with IHP students on  2nd February 2010 
Venue: CHC, Madiwala, Bengaluru. 
 
Background : The International Honors Program, founded as the International School of 
America in 1958, provides students with the opportunity to study overseas in multiple 
countries for one year or a semester. It includes experiential learning, through site visits 
and case studies, complements interdisciplinary team teaching led by in-country and 
traveling faculty. The India Programme of 2010 is being Coordinated by Dr. Mani 
Kalliath  of Basic Needs India.  
 
CHC’s Inputs:   
 
 

Inputs to the students of IHP -‘Study 
Abroad’ was organized by Community 
Health Cell, under the theme “ Public 
Health situation in India and Civil society 
responses “ on 2nd Feb, 2010, Tuesday 
from 11.30a.m to 5.00p.m.   
 
There were 36 student participants form 
various universities in USA, accompanied 
by 2 faculty members – Steffi and Emile.   
 
The Basic Needs India staff Dr. Mani 
Kalliath, Ms. Anna and Ms. Susan were 

also present. 
 
Besides, Ms. Licke form Context International Cooperation (Netherlands),  Mr. Kayvan.B, 
a final year Medical student from Germany, CHC and CPHE staff, CHC interns and 
Sathyasree, CHLP alumni and advisory committee member of CHLP also participated in 
the discussion. Along with the 36 students and additional faculty of IHP and BNI, the total 
number of participants was 50. 
 
There orientation Programme was divided into two input sessions and a group 
work:- 

a) Inputs on public health situation in 
India (overview of health needs, 
public health services and a 
critique of the services) 

b) Group work in 4 sub-groups – 
Experiences of strengthening PH 
services – Mother and Child Health 
in the context of determinants – 
Vector Borne Diseases control 
(especially Malaria) – HIV/AIDS 



c) Input on Civil society responses in particular People’s Health Movement (Jana 
Arogya Andolana Karnataka).  

 
 
Session 1: After the introduction of the participants, a slide presentation on CHC’s 
activities was done by Premdas 
 
Session 2: After the lunch 
break, Dr. Ravi gave inputs 
on Understanding Health and 
Health Systems  in India :The 
situation and the continuing 
challengesHealth systems in 
India   explaining about the 
situation of public health in 
India and challenges. 
 
Session 3: The participants 
were split into 4 thematic 
groups for sharing of 
experiences.   
 

�  HIV/ AIDS facilitated by : 
Obalesha, 
Mahadevaswamy & 
Premdas 

 

�  Maternal and Child health 
facilitated by : Ruth Vivek 

 

�  Malaria in India facilitated 
by : Deepak 

 
 

�   Urban Health facilitated 
by : Sowmya & Adithya 

 
Session 4:  Civil Society responses to public health challenges in India : Obalesh, State 
joint convener, presented on the campaigns and initiatives of CHC showing Janaarogya 
Andolana Karnataka as a case study. 
 
The discussions were closed at 5.00 p.m.  
 
 
Report Prepared by 
CHC. 
 


